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of tho Church. This, in the estimation of the Bishop,
though he had not directly alluded to the subject in tho
interview, but had urged the act on higher grounds, would
be a triumphant answer to the insidious and calumnious
paragraphs which had circulated during the last six months,
and an authentic testimony that Lothair was not going to
quit the Church of his fathers.

This announcement, however, produced consternation in
the opposite camp. It seemed to more than neutralise the
anticipated effect of the programme, and the deftly-con-
ceived paragraph. Monsignore Catesby went about whis-
pering that he feared Lothair was going to overdo it; and
considering what he had to go through on Monday, if it
were only for considerations of health, an early celebration
was inexpedient. He tried the Duchess, about whom he
was beginning to hover a good deal, as he fancied she was
of an impressionable disposition, and gave some promise of
results; but here the ground had been too forcibly pre-
occupied : then he flew to Lady St. Aldegonde, but he had
the mortification of learning from her lips that she herself
contemplated being a communicant at the same time.
Lady Corisande had been before him. All the energies of
that young lady were put forth in order that Lothair should
be countenanced on this solemn occasion. She conveyed
to the Bishop before dinner the results of her exertions.

1 You may count on Alberta St. Aldegonde and Victoria
Montairy, and, I think, Lord Montairy also, if she presses
him, which she has promised to do. Bertram must kneel
by his friend at such a time. I think Lord Carisbrooke may:
Duke of Brecon I can say nothing about at present.J

' Lord St. Aldegonde ? ' said the Bishop.

Lady Corisande shook her head.

There had been a conclave in the Bishop*s room bofcre
dinner, in which the interview of the morning wap lis-
ctiBHed.